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THERE ARE almost 50,000 seven-

and eight-letter words in the Official

RACKS AND COMMENT

3 o LESS DOTTY, but just as effective,
Scrabble Players Dictionary A LRIk BLAVER B is a form of mnemonics used by &
(OSPD) — a daunting figure to the ; n' At 5 Rt o Jerusalem Scrabble player and mut-

i o ‘his ur r terer, Barry Chamish. He compiles.

:'I"”“':L RUSLEECRERAO improve his o — —_— e lists of thematically compatible odd

By, o 3 T words, such as his “four-letter Heb-
There are less than 1,000 two-and 1 AIMNNOS UeARIRLOX *list

rew names’ As mnemonics is
probably the most liberal of all scien-

This is an inter

there’s a bingo here! n
have the bingc

three-letter words,
novice tends

which the
to disregard while

ces, some cotrics ar justified purely
hing hi k for th 5 ' ' No, 8) by imaginative rationalization.
searching S raci or € magic g h f d by actitud
bingo and its S0-point bonus. A 2 ADEEIOY 2 DHILMU Thus unfettered by exactitude,

Chamish pays homage to the Mem-
ber of Knesset listed in the OSPD,
ABBE EBON; he opens the Bible to
the story of CAIN (or KAIN or
KANE) and ABELE (not a_four-
letter word, but we're being liberal,
remember), and then points out
where CHAM is mentioned. He re-
calls his days as a member of BENE
KIVA with friends BETH, GADI,
00ZY, GABY, ANNA, RAMI.
RANL, RAYA (of RAIA), AMIE and
MIRL

Chamish's list includes a bit of
Jerusalem geography (SIMA, a
famous. steak
drugstore where
and Isracli military figurcs: YONI,
the hero of Entebbe, DADO, who
accepted blame for setbacks in the
Yom Kippur War, and ARIL/
ARYL, who didn't, for the Lebanon

your rack is vowel heavy, but in-
cludes a Y that can score points on
a premium square (refer toNo. 7.9).

The relative merits of long words
versus short words is a common

onception among Scrabble VV‘ O, R, Dz

players. Whereas a bingo scores a 3

lot of points in one fell swoop, and E I :
“

A five-letter h
word, gets rid
(4.9).

SeinOTW

HL\V()P
Base your pla
potent letter, t

rin your rack,
affords a greater turnover of let-

ters, its real value is often lessened
when it requires several turns of
“fishing™ (dumping a letter or two
on the board for few points, or back
in the bag, aiming for a bingo rack).
Short words, on the other hand, can
score 20 to 40 points instantly —
and often serve the additional pur-
pose of clearing the rack of tiles that
bung up a potential seven-letter
word.

In a recent study conducted by
The Scrabble Players Newsletter, 16
games were annotated and
analysed. Even among the expert-
calibre players who are more apt to '
play bingos, 46 per cent of all the You to play UNAU, with a_r:
points tallied were from two-, three.  leave of AERS — a good balance
and four-letter words between vowels and consonants

(Karen Benzian)

sle. You challenge, of course,
w're wrong. OF course.
ring these scandalous trans-
fications of the King's English
¢ casy. Without the association
definition, URAEI, AUREL, War.
tAE, OURIE and AERIE are
cerie arrays of vowels with an R
red in, Further afield, try sifting
cough OURARI, OORALI,
JULEAU, AREOLAE, AU-
{OLE, AUREOLAE: There Ra L
{alot of vowel-heavy menaces such

Expanding on_this theme, the
capital’s memsahib of restaurateurs,
Flower Silliman, formulated  her
own “bait list” of acceptable proper
names that sound phoney.

Many of them are memorable by

Sam Orbaum

compare it to the answers at the enc
of the column. There may b
eral correct answers to eac

AAERSUU, and an open N permits
k
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: i i ords only one consonant
Scrabble sam Orbaum (using a pen) replace it with the giv e s ‘K":‘"‘h\j“g)”‘m, Scrabble
Ay A ench Cara. gty m,.\ );I\:I\Y:r\ Dictionary (I am con-
° - ° On any turn involving a sh n,m,,mh ‘-myu, th sidering the Y as a consonant here)
word strategy ke According 10 the s, four conso-
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listed uabove. " uncaggp, O the p Meon g, L.
n ity (1 basic our s Lo T N
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for a boatload of points. The perpe- he has transposed two of  game can be annulled, but the sly (08 prep 0 With . "““nl o in ming "" con Mpjeg = ru ONSE. R ce, Familiarity with these
trator blanches, the victim turns an y cortecs it 1o read AN-  boor should be severly sdmon- olayer in turn. Do not work | iy "I, i i Commoy uAl Plete by i cros, abundance, Fumilarly with thes
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0 not deal with this or many other nded 1o be. ot Wordy il """ Tf” able A’ Serabble player threw inthe
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i oot s Dotk Nords e dhules  IF YOU know the meaningofsedoar ke Ed was 1ooking o score pnis i sy i yove a d"iih o U
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combined with solid experience Players' Dictio English language, then Scrabble is did not give much consideration to und thrown in six vowels only te
F ﬂ‘[v;:u):h it is mm‘.‘ ,,mchabl\ m:r game. In fact it is the what surplus letters the nnll rack . pick up\\h\ more \l.\imhdm itis
 word. Do yo, &5 word | Id inherit. With the letters s i law to be respected
and come up with ryofaub  best selling non-generic word game in woul b ie el faserici
o iy o e b the world and i this monthly column 1~ of two imaginary onnonents, Joe AAAEOBM, Ed a once noticed s ToraseriowsSersbble pasr. s Vil iave A
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claimi %se bb\el“fhl:\:lfc f CRABBLE Fofanest o catings. ingate | (oA fling his letters around, he would Jiiha e memoriing thete words The Seymour List of Von
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had e the ﬂY‘“‘““f 17, FOREXANETAINRTX, 308 -y _jntakes silset, salients | them 17 you don't spot a play that sub- ks it member who became s
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ACCORDING

TO an ancient
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\
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1N
Chinese proverb, “Scrabble player s
who wins with the long word, loses g
by the short word.” L
Or. in other words, a player who L red
improves from the novice to the ad- m 00
vanced level does so because he or = at H scori
she has learned to construct longer 2 Nes a0, =4y - Sam Orbaum discusses the art of ring.
words of seven-and cight-letters. In o £ ‘ o \M«..A \ onun
;‘f:l',',"f“ the _major _difference e ",%hcw“‘" SCRABBLE is intrinsically a word at & point when she held a narrow  on the board, and KM, and N are  two blanks, wide-open board, 160-  Incidentally, it worked. I got the
between an advanced player and an o maricaly lured to the 94-point {fe. she hed O we, bul to win you must base lead. When it was later suggested the only letters playable before point deficit. second blank, bingoed, and then
expert is that the expert has i tULLE gl abble 10 vour strategic approach on that she keep track of the score, she  ANA). My play drew gasps from the kib-  bingoed ver again. Down but not
s pl thout considering an option. Ser 2€ Vs
mastered the short word. If this % O whe tour prme i of § yLE O ,,m.,,,m smiled and \J,d 1o her opponent, Spots for your tiles include JARL  bitzers peering over my shoulder: 1 out. I felt a little like John Wayne.
sounds like taking a step backwards ("% "g. Q + Uyin {’m 2 14 D UFE Kueping score during a game is “No, I trust (3 D-G) for 32 points, AW (10 I-J)  exchanged one tile — a blank! 5 Iysis
in order 10 progress, you are correct \q‘u andering their true. value, [ ifndlereaied bt essemtial I EtOEo. < Chnaidas. he l'ulhmmg endgame  for 27 and unumber of plays placing | had tried this exceedingly rare e
in theory, wrong in practice. S0 qiuand Sy U INelr teue valu J44 R| the gme plan, You'should play dif- problem: the S on D7 or M2. Four letters re- tactic only twice before, unsuccess- | Vou must prevent, the bingo
much for Confucious, gty el ol , s ferantly;if you -urc winning by 150 main in the bag. e RV e ol ‘L’
g p om them as much as possi- M points than if you are losing by 15 T gambit. My reasoning s thata bingo 30, LI (}0 8-C) i the bess block,
The expert will still play the ble by spreading them out over two T T D i S e = What is your play if you: \quid sill leave me 0 (0 100 points  slightly better than TI (TI could
game-breaking - seven-letter word o three good turns. In this way you o kst v e 5 (a) lead by 80 poinis in arrears, with all the potent tiles Ve your opponent an cight-letter
(bingo), but will sometimes snub the assure yourself of several good Scuths TRGhaNy doesuty Bl A (h) lead by 30 points i i Rene fit bingo with the’ common’ NT con-
60- or T0-point bingo for a short  scores in a row while stll havin the =LA peechalci g merits of SIACRY: : (cl trail by 80 points o Termt oo "one - binge._bination)
: e In the process of a game, a good ) 30 poin: Auch W oammorcelicitizone ibingo (i o
word of Ies value. in a ploy known  blank on hand fora later bingo. But, o £a S| pldyeE Rl ehinge tactics savaral : () trall by 20 potns of  Wouldn'thelp, butrwocouldpullme  If you trail by 30, play TI to
cconomics as ‘‘budget- be careful: If the board is blocked, J|UN A times. based upon: (a) the ever- 4 i3 back into the game. So, I threw a ¢ the L for JARL.
As discussed here inan  you cannot be reasonably assured of AlTTOIN] R shifing pattern of the board: () the 5 Gl blank back into the bag, virtually as- If you trail by 80, you must open
carliercolumn, this logic is based on i opening for an upcoming bingo, Lo e letters in his or her rack; (c) the op- i Another situation: You're half-  sured of u bingo on my next play in P shicwher '|f;‘“r:::‘§.;vj’;“gf:‘o
getting (ull value for your letters.  and if the game is in its late stages, i 1| ponent's siyle, strengths and jef « way throsgh d game in whichkeep.  any case.  ['ehorsipon dréw doven - UPROSERE SR R ERELR OB,
The following situation arose don't gamble — unless you are Jos: and, (d) the score. The ] | ina trackc of the scors hasnithelpod  mew les <~ dnderen thances at “sicn AR R A OB Y PRI
recently at the Jerusalem Scrabble ing by over 100 points. Then you W™ i "A|  fastfuctor s the most important as it o] much —you'relosingby 160 points.  regaining the blank. If | don't getit  WET (4 LW or AWL (9 L-N) he
Club. Holding the ‘letters EIQSU may as well try for two or three qualifies each of the first three. The board is wide operi and the  immediately, I use up as many tiles CUINOL BOCK O SBO L
L top-ranked player mlled her good plays 1o catch up. AIB|CIDIEIFIGIH ORIl ik s bat Yavid JXQZ have all been played. Your us possible, maximizing my chances  Ifyou lead by : w“mYT I CF
opuum the most obvious being Now and then this strategy will Scrubble players had been losing a rack is DOAERST. If you can't in the following turns. L:rilh‘l" M'"hd 2L o
SQUIRES or QUICHES (there are  backfire and you'll feel stupid, but lot of close, high scoring games, =1 find & bingo in that rack, either your Of course, my unsuspecting op- WIEN Breaty fechees YO P SPPC
RUmCrous thers) eaching a iple  (nt sug . o st Bl N e Y often frittering away a substantial YOUr rack is AILRSTW game s strictly bridge or you're  ponent has as good a chance as I do  Ment’s chunce of a bingo off ANA. If
n;nL uu- board before making the The screndipity of the above- l)u‘r’rm:er :sue «‘)’h‘h;cml:ucr:mfn , in a late, asp bingo (scven- ANA (9 Analyzing the board,  There are no less than 380 seven-  sciously affecting this large turnover #nY chances: Play LI

play. she noticed- a spot where she
could score 66 using only four let-
lers. To the surprise of onlookers,

she chose the lower-scoring play
(QUEEN, using an E on the board
and one of the blanks as an N),

eping 1S O for the following turn

mentioned example — four high-
value letters, including two blanks
in one rack — is unusual, so don't
spend much effort studying it. More
frequent is the rack heavy with the
more common three- and four-point

cancanante Manu alavare ant fum

F, H, K,M,P,W.Y, — that can con-
tribute more to raising your average
score than anything else,

Why these particular letters? All
are valued at three to five points.
All can be used to form two-letter

ast.
letter word). Once, after completing
me in which she won by a large
sin, she looked up at her score-

won?" And in the very next gam
e clspisiealy’ Concedad dofeal

yob Tod Thatalt tha important tiles
except one blank have been played
ANA is therefore marked as a bingo
setup play for the other blank. Also,
i is likely that your opponent has an
M (the K and all the N's are already

letter bingos, and if you use a letter
from the board, 858 eight-letter
bingos! Simple decision — play a
bingo, right? This situation arose
recently in the Jerusalem club. T was
holding a similar dream rack, with

of letters in the mad scramble for
the other blank, the odds are in my

mmhtd to a defensive
stage. which means he's using fewer
tiles, to clog up the board).

MAY I HA\’E A WORD
YOU?
ARAC Hlsvrvmpmmn
“The fear of peanut-butter sticking
1o the roof of the mouth.” o




