Season 67:  Wk 24 of 25 – 15/03/2016
THIS WEEK AT THE CLUB...

Despite high winds, grey skies and a plunge in temperature, players piled into the Club this week to play Scrabble and enjoy Jonathan’s kibud in honor of his 70th birthday and retirement. Mazal Tov, Jonathan!  ► Susan is the hottest player in the club. This was the sixth successive week in which she won all three games, and she has an unbroken streak of 20 (!) games that’s moved her up from 5th place to the clinching of the division B2 championship. She is on course to challenge the Club’s longest-ever win-streak — 29 games — set by Scrabble legend Rafi Stern. ► Zev looks to have clinched A division, holding a 10-pt lead going into the last week over DavidS.  An absent Shmuel lost points to chasers Elaine and Taffy, reducing his comfort margin to 7 points in B1.  Ron’s WWW moved him into the last playoff spot in A past Peta and Dahlia. Madeline and Liran are tied for the last spot in B1, and any of four players still have a crack at the last playoff position in B2.  ►Among our attendees were first-timer Fern Silver, and occasional visitors Chavah and Meir Lanzkron. The Lanzkrons have recently left Petach Tikva for Shoresh, so hopefully we’ll be seeing more of them (along with absentee Nina Baum?), and of Fern, too.  ►The Club also enjoyed a rare visit from Miriam Erez. ►As well as meeting new players, the Club was introduced to more than a dozen new tile bags — London-bus red ones from Vardith and a more sober tartan from Shirley — all the bags sturdy, roomy and firmly Velcro-ed.  Many thanks to Shirley and Vardith for their time and sewing skills.  ► Politics have always been kept firmly out of the Club, but Paul noticed a possible political statement in Yaakov’s game against Aviva this week. Two thirds of the way through, with the tiles all scrunched together on the board’s right-hand side, he reassured the two: “You may be right-wing, but here it’s OK to play on the left...” ►Pini, who’s continuing to rack up a disproportionate number of wins for a rookie, and at age 19  is currently the Club’s youngest player, turns out to have deep Club connections:  Dahlia’s New Yorker father met Pini’s paternal grandfather, Wally Stimler, in London after World War II and vacationed with him in Switzerland;  and Wendy’s brother-in-law was in business with his other grandfather, David Scharfer;  with her sister, she piggybacked on a business trip the two men took to Hong Kong in the late 1980s.  ►It’s Facebook’s claim that there are just seven degrees of separation between everyone on the planet, and the Jerusalem Scrabble Club FB page is doing its bit to reinforce that.  It reached 81 people during its second active week last week (among them, Sam Orbaum’s mother, sister, aunt and nephew), and shares oddities such as where the world’s missing million Scrabble tiles have ended up, and how many tens of thousands of miles a lineup of all the Scrabble tiles ever produced would stretch. ►The Club’s FB page and its website are both sporting a new custom-designed banner, the first airing of the Club’s redesigned logo.   ►The Club’s SIXTY-EIGHTH 25-week season begins on March 29, and with it we’ll be reintroducing Scrabble School.   For half an hour before each session — from 7:00 to 7:30 pm — veteran players will be on hand to share tips, skills and guidance.  

WWW:  Susan, Sara, Elana, Brenda, Zev, Ron, Aryeh, Roger, Ami, Josh
WOW:  GATEAUS+RUMMIER(Hilda),  BLOWSIER(JudyM),  CITIZENS(Brenda), ROSTRAL(DavidL),  OOLITES(Joel)
PHOW: FAKEOUT(Liran),  BELOVES(Josh),  JULIENE(Pini),  KLAVIER(Ron – observers asked why DavidL, he 
of some musical inclination, did not challenge – here’s why:  http://www.britannica.com/art/clavier  )

Stats (high win, high loss, high triple):
A:    481(Roger), 435(DavidS), 1304(Zev)
B1:  453(Bernard), 402(Liran), 1221(Elaine)
B2:  479(Sara), 342(JudyS), 1384(Sara – high triple in the club)
High Combined Score: 875 (Zev 440, DavidS 435)
Squeaker: Jonathan 370, Rose 368
100-pt plays:
104 – Dahlia: PINCHERS, tws
101 – Madeline: INJURES, tws (This is Madeline’s 4th 100-pt play in the 8 weeks since we began to include them here)
Attendance: 51
